​​​​​​Political Parties Webquest

Name___________________________________

Part I:  Learn about the history of Political Parties in the United States.

Go to http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/political-parties and read the article.  You may stop reading when you reach the section called “Third Parties.”  Answer these questions:

1. When and where did the first true political parties appear and what were they named?

2. How did the Founding Fathers feel about political parties?

3. Name the first American party and what they believed.

4. What party did Thomas Jefferson found and what did they believe?

5. In the mid-1800s, what issue divided the political parties?

6. What party emerged from this conflict?

7. The Great Depression caused a split between Democrats and Republicans, what did they disagree about?

8. What is the main difference between the parties today?

Part II:  Three’s a crowd

Step 1:  Read the article “Outside the mainstream” at http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/extra/features/july-dec00/thirdparties.html  Answer these questions about it:

1. List the five nationally recognized third parties.

2. How do third parties affect our political system?

3. Why don’t third parties usually succeed?

4. What do they have to do to get federal funding?

Step 2:  Find third parties at http://www.politics1.com/parties.htm 

Scroll down the website until you see third parties.  Choose 5 of the third parties from the list to research further.  The best way to find a party’s beliefs or stances is by going to their website:  Click on the name of the party (it’s red and bold) to go to their site.  Look for a section on their website titled either “PLATFORM” , “ABOUT US”, or “WHAT WE STAND FOR.”  

Fill out the information about them below:

Part III:  Where do I stand?

Go to www.selectsmart.com/president.  Answer the questions.  IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE QUESTION, A WORD OR TERM,…LOOK IT UP!!  YOU’RE ON THE INTERNET; THE WORLD IS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!!

Results:

1. What party was your closest match?  What is the percentage?

2. What party was your lowest match?  What is the percentage?

3. What potential 2016 presidential candidate is your highest match?  

4.  Look at the website for the candidate from #3.  Choose 2 issues that are important to you and briefly describe that candidate’s stance on those issues.  Do you agree??

Issue 1:

Issue 2:

Part IV- History of Political Parties

​1.  Learn about what American political parties currently stand for.
Use the following websites:
· The Democratic National Committee's website: https://www.democrats.org/party-platform
· The Republican National Committee's website: https://www.gop.com/platform/
· A guide from the New York Times which compares the parties' platforms: http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/president/issues/party-platforms/index.html
Instructions: Pick two planks from their platform (three issues that are important to them) to analyze.  Examples: Health Care, Energy, National Defense, the Economy or Education.  Write down their stance on the issue (i.e.: how the party feels about it and what they plan to do) in the chart provided.


